
     

 
OPEN MEETING 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

THIRD LAGUNA MUTUAL LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 

Thursday, March 5, 2020 – 9:30 a.m. 
Laguna Woods Village Community Center Board Room 

24351 El Toro Road 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Acknowledgment of Media 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
4. Approval of Meeting Report for February 6, 2020 
5. Chair’s Remarks 
6. Member Comments (Items Not on the Agenda) 
7. Response to Member Comments 
8. Department Head Update   

 

Consent:  
None 
 

Reports:  
9. Project Log 
10. Tree Work Status Report 
 
Items for Discussion and Consideration: 
11. Tree Removal Request: 2272-B Via Mariposa East (Baskin) – One Star Pine tree 
12. Tree Removal Request: 3166-A Alta Vista (Katz) – One Indian Laurel Fig 
13. Tree Removal Request: 3306-P Via Carrizo (Chung) – One Lemon Scented Gum tree 

and one Carrotwood tree 
14. Tree Removal Request: 5381-A Avenida Sosiega (Williams) – One American Sweet 

Gum tree 
15. Tree Removal Request: 5397-B Via Carrizo (Chen) – One Red Ironbark tree and One 

Cajeput tree 
 
Items for Future Agendas: 
None. 

 

Concluding Business 
16. Committee Member Comments 
17. Date of Next Meeting – April 2, 2020 
18. Adjournment 

 
 

Lynn Jarrett, Chair 
 Kurt Wiemann, Staff Officer  

Eve Morton, Landscape Operations Coordinator, 949-268-2565 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: March 6, 2020 

FOR:  Landscape Committee 

SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: 2272-B Via Mariposa East (Baskin) – One Star Pine 
tree  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the removal of one Star Pine tree. 

BACKGROUND 

Ms. Baskin purchased the manor in April 2016, and is requesting the removal of one Star Pine 
tree, Araucaria, columnaris.  The reasons cited for the removal are; litter/debris, poor condition, 
and large branches continue to fall on the sidewalk.  There are no additional signatures on the 
Mutual Request Form (Attachment 2). 

The tree was last pruned in April 2019. Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for fiscal year 
2024. The height of the tree is approximately 50 feet with a trunk diameter of approximately 24 
inches.  The tree is approximately eight feet from the manor and five feet from the walkway 
and is growing in the turf area in front of the manor.    

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in poor condition, with a self-adjusting lean 
which is typical with this species, however, this particular Star Pine has a very profound lean 
unlike the majority of the others. The tree has not been topped in the past as quite a few in the 
community have been to alleviate top weight. There are a number of visible surface roots with 
signs of movement. The tree has small areas of bleeding which is also typical with this 
species.  Staff has noticed the Star Pines in the community that have been topped in the past 
are starting to show more and more excessive bleeding of sap; some to the point they have 
begun to develop splitting of the trunk which has caused the tree to become unsafe and has 
warranted its removal.  Staff has stopped the practice of the topping of these trees and will be 
recommending full removal when the tree(s) become too top heavy in the future.  Given the 
condition of this tree, the top weight, and it’s lean, it is staff’s recommendation to remove the 
tree as a safety precaution.                          

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $1,700 and the estimated value of the tree is 
$6,271 based on the tree inventory data. 

 

Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Senior Landscape Supervisor 

Reviewed By:  Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 2272-B  
March 5, 2020 
  

 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
Attachment 1:    Photographs 
Attachment 2:    Mutual Landscape Request Form  
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 2272-B  
March 5, 2020 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 2272-B  
March 5, 2020 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 2272-B  
March 5, 2020 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: August 1, 2019 

FOR:  Landscape Committee 

SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: 3166-A Alta Vista (Katz) – One Indian Laurel Fig  
  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the removal of one Indian Laurel Fig tree located at 3166-A and 
replacement with a lower maintenance tree at a suitable location. 

BACKGROUND 

This request was originally brought to the August 1, 2019, Landscape Committee meeting.  At 
that meeting Ms. Katz requested that this item to be removed from the agenda.  

Ms. Katz purchased the manor in August 2002, and is requesting the removal of one Indian 
Laurel Fig tree, Ficus, microcarpa, located at the front of the manor in the turf area.  The 
reasons cited for the removal are; overgrown, the dropping of numerous berries, and roots 
growing close to the manor. There are no additional signatures on the Mutual Request Form 
(Attachment 2). 

The tree was last pruned in February 2018, and future scheduled trimming is tentatively 
scheduled for fiscal year 2020.  The tree is approximately 40 feet in height with a trunk 
diameter of approximately 31 inches and is growing approximately nine feet from the walkway 
and manor.   

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, there was no noticeable trunk damage, pest or disease.  The tree has 
noticeable surface rooting with several large roots within two feet from the manor’s foundation.  
There are noticeable cracks and lifting of the sidewalk at the entrance to the manor. There is a 
street light located next to the tree which requires an annual tree trimming at an estimated cost 
of $300.   

These trees have an aggressive root structure and require frequent trimming. Staff 
recommends removing this tree and planting a low maintenance tree at an appropriate 
location. 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $2,800 and the cost to trim is estimated to be $750 
and the estimated value $6,807 based on the tree inventory data. 

Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Landscape Supervisor 

Reviewed By:  Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services  
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 3166-A   
March 5, 2020 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
Attachment 1:    Photographs 
Attachment 2:    Mutual Landscape Request Form 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 3166-A   
March 5, 2020 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Agenda Item #12    Page 3 of 6



Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 3166-A   
March 5, 2020 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: March 5, 2019 

FOR:  Landscape Committee 

SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: 3306-PVia Carrizo (Chung) – One Lemon Scented 
Gum tree and One Carrotwood tree  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

Deny the request for the removal of one Lemon Scented Gum tree and one Carrotwood tree. 

BACKGROUND 

Mr. Chung purchased the manor in March 2019, and is requesting the removal of one Lemon 
Scented Gum tree, Corymbia, citriodora and one Carrotwood tree, Cupaniopsis, 
anacardioides. The reasons cited for the removal are: overgrown and falling debris and berries 
from the tree falls onto the roof causing disruptive noise.  There are six additional signatures 
on the Mutual Request Form all in favor of the removals (Attachment 2). 

The trees were last pruned as an off-schedule clearance prune in December 2019. Future 
trimming is tentatively scheduled for fiscal year 2021. The height of the Lemon Scented Gum 
tree is approximately 63 feet with a trunk diameter of approximately 37 inches.  The tree is 
growing in the flowerbed approximately 12 feet from the manor and eight feet from the patio.  
The height of the Carrotwood Tree is approximately 29 feet with a trunk diameter of 
approximately 19 inches.  This tree is growing in the flowerbed approximately eight feet from 
the patio and approximately three feet from the walkway.      

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the trees were found to be in good condition with balanced canopies.  
There is no noticeable trunk damage on the Lemon Scented Gum tree and minor trunk 
damage on the Carrotwood tree.  There is no pest or disease present and both trees have 
noticeable surface rooting with no damage to infrastructure.  The Carrotwood tree can be 
maintained in a healthy and safe manor to prevent branches from hanging over the roof of the 
manor. However, given the size of this Lemon Scented Gum tree canopy, it would be 
impossible to remove enough branches to eliminate its seeds from falling onto the roof.  Staff 
has performed all the clearance trimming possible while still maintaining the stability of the 
tree.  The only way to successfully eliminate all disturbances from falling seed pods would be 
to remove the tree based on litter.  In the past it has been the Mutual’s policy not to remove 
trees solely based on litter/debris.                                 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove the Lemon Scented Gum tree is estimated at $2,500; the cost to trim the 
tree is estimated at $450 and the estimated value of the tree is $12,840 based on the tree 
inventory data.  The cost to remove the Carrotwood tree is estimated at $1,100; the cost to trim 
the tree is estimated at $250 and the estimated value of the tree is $4,490 based on the tree 
inventory data.   
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 3306-P  
March 5, 2020 
 

Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Senior Landscape Supervisor 

Reviewed By:  Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
Attachment 1:    Photographs 
Attachment 2:    Mutual Landscape Request Form  
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 3306-P  
March 5, 2020 
 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 3306-P  
March 5, 2020 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 3306-P  
March 5, 2020 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 3306-P  
March 5, 2020 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: March 6, 2020 

FOR:  Landscape Committee 

SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: 5381-A Avenida Sosiega (Williams) – One American 
Sweet Gum tree  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

Deny the request for the removal of one American Sweet Gum tree. 

BACKGROUND 

Ms. Williams purchased the manor in October 2012, and is requesting the removal of one 
American Sweet Gum tree, Liquid Amber, styraciflua.  The reasons cited for the removal are; 
litter/debris, sewer damage, overgrown, poor condition, and a fire, flood and wind hazard.  
There are two additional signatures on the Mutual Request Form in favor of the removal 
(Attachment 2). 

The tree was last pruned in June 2018. Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for fiscal year 
2021. The height of the tree is approximately 55 feet with a trunk diameter of approximately 21 
inches.  The tree is approximately ten feet from the manor; five feet from an existing irrigation 
valve, approximately thirty feet from the service drain, and is adjacent to the split rail fence.     

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in fair condition, with a balanced canopy, no 
pest or disease present, and the trunk has the proper flair at ground connection with no 
damage.  There are noticeable surface roots associated with this tree, and no signs of damage 
to infrastructure.  The tree has never been topped even though this has become more 
prevalent in this species due to die back from the Glossywinged sharp shooter insect which 
attacks the twigs and feeds on the sap of these trees.   

The Landscape Committee approved the removal of a very large Sycamore tree at this same 
manor at their February 2020 meeting; this removal was based on the bad health of that tree. 
That Sycamore tree is approximately twenty five feet from the Liquid Amber and is growing 
approximately five feet from the surface drain and is the tree causing the majority of the 
ongoing drainage issues.  Litter/debris will be reduced by at least sixty percent after the 
removal of this Sycamore tree.  

Staff sees no justification for removal of the American Sweet Gum tree.         

In 2019, there were four tickets generated in two other departments, two for gutter clean up 
and repair and two for sandbag installation due to clogged service drains at both A and B 
manors.                                 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 5381-A  
March 5, 2020 
 

 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $2,000; the cost to trim the tree is estimated $300 
and the estimated value of the tree is $3,935 based on the tree inventory data. 

 

Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Senior Landscape Supervisor 

Reviewed By:  Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
Attachment 1:    Photographs 
Attachment 2:    Mutual Landscape Request Form  
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 5381-A  
March 5, 2020 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 5381-A  
March 5, 2020 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 5381-A  
March 5, 2020 
 

Agenda Item #14    Page 5 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 6 of 17

mortone
Typewritten Text
ATTACHMENT 2



Agenda Item #14    Page 7 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 8 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 9 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 10 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 11 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 12 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 13 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 14 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 15 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 16 of 17



Agenda Item #14    Page 17 of 17





 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: March 6, 2020 

FOR:  Landscape Committee 

SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request: 5397-B Via Carrizo (Chen) – One Red Ironbark tree 
and one Cajeput tree  

  

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the request for the removal of one Red Ironbark tree and one Cajeput tree, at the 
resident’s expense, for the purposes of efficiencies for solar power production.    

BACKGROUND 

Mr. Chen purchased the manor in October 2019, and is requesting the removal of one Iron 
Bark tree, Eucalyptus, sideroxylon, and one Cajeput tree, Melaleuca, quinquenervia.   The 
reasons cited for the removal are overgrown and blocking of the solar panels to be installed.  
Mr. Chen was approved for the installation on January 28, 2020.  There is one additional 
signature on the Mutual Request Form in favor of the removals (Attachment 2). 

The trees were last pruned in July 2015. Future trimming is tentatively scheduled for fiscal year 
2020. The height of the Red Ironbark tree is approximately 51 feet with a trunk diameter of 
approximately 26 inches.  The tree is approximately 12 feet from the manor and is growing in 
the turf area on the side of the manor.  The height of the Cajeput tree is approximately 23 feet 
with a trunk diameter of approximately 22 inches.  The tree is approximately four feet from the 
manor and is growing in the shrub bed on the side of the manor.    

DISCUSSION 

At the time of inspection, the Cajeput tree was found to be in good condition, no pest or 
disease, no trunk damage or surface rooting and has a balanced canopy.  The Red Ironbark 
tree was found to be in fair condition, some surface rooting, and the canopy has major end 
weight on the branches. This tree is showing signs of bleeding which could point to Canker 
disease which is a fungus that attacks the trunk and then continues to the interior of the tree, 
however, there are no signs of the fungus at this time.  This tree did suffer a medium sized 
limb loss six months ago, but is most likely due to the end weight situation since there was no 
sign of Canker on the trunk at the point of detachment.                          

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

The cost to remove the Cajeput tree is estimated at $1,298 and the estimated value of the tree 
is $5,509 based on the tree inventory data.  The cost to remove the Red Ironbark tree is 
estimated at $1,600 and the estimated value of the tree is $7,099 based on the tree inventory 
data. 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 5397-B  
March 5, 2020 
 

Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Senior Landscape Supervisor 

Reviewed By:  Kurt Wiemann, Director of Landscape Services 

  

 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
Attachment 1:    Photographs 
Attachment 2:    Mutual Landscape Request Form  
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 5397-B  
March 5, 2020 
 

ATTACHMENT 1 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 5397-B  
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